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of Arbitration Boards, which shall determine his liabilities and help 
him to meet them. It will be seen that the underlying principle of 
this work is agricultural insurance and credit on a mutual and co- 
operative basis. The idea is a good one, though not indeed new, either 
in theory or practice. The chief merit of Dr. Mayet's book is that 
he theorizes with reference to a concrete case, which he has first thor- 
oughly investigated and mastered. One is struck throughout the book 
by the readiness — perhaps natural enough — with which the author 
proposes to apply to Japan the methods and institutions common to 
Germany, even to the extent of favoring compulsion where the desired 
results are not otherwise to be attained. It might seem as though Dr. 
Mayet had been ignorant that other countries have dealt with the 
same problems, and have discovered and applied expedients of their 
own, for which a certain success can be claimed. This one-sidedness is 
the only complaint that we have to find with the contents of the book. 
For the rest, the work is that of a thoroughgoing and above all of a 
systematic scholar. On the whole, there is perhaps too much system. 
The tedious complexity of classification, dear to the heart of every 
German economist, is hardly helpful to readers. ' ' Parts " and " chap- 
ters" are not sufficient, but we must have "divisions" and "sub- 
divisions " and "sections " endless. Not only so, but the book, though 
bearing London as its place of origin, bears evident signs of having 
been printed either in Germany or Holland, and the typographical 
result cannot be pleasing either to the American or the English eye 
and taste. Wiu.iam Harbutt Dawson. 



Socialism, its Growth and Outcome, by Wiixiam Morris and E. 

Bbi,kort Bax. Pp. viii., 335. London: Swan, Sonnenchein & 

Co. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1893. 

The book begins with a brief outline of universal history. The 
whole so presented and manipulated as to show the preparation for and 
certain triumph of socialism. The purpose of the book is not dis- 
guised though the intention of the writers is presumably to be true 
to facts. Nothing is harder, however, than for a propagandist to argue 
fairly from history, and our writers have by no means avoided the 
difficulty. The earlier chapters on ancient history are not clear. This 
is partly due to the extreme brevity required, and partly to the inherent 
difficulties of the subject. The conclusion, however, cannot be resisted 
that the writers are not sufficiently at home in this part of their subject 
The note added at the close is an implied confession that they feel this 
part of their work to be unsatisfactory, but it does little to help it. 
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The history of the Middle Ages is suggestive, but strongly biased 
by an evident and intelligible apologetic purpose. This is especially 
manifest in Chapter V, — the rough side of the Middle Ages. The 
advantages of the feudal system having been previously enumerated, 
an attempt is made in this chapter to prove that the disadvantages were 
apparent rather than real. While much of truth is stated, the unbiased 
reader can hardly rest satisfied with the conclusions offered. This 
glorification of feudalism preparatory to a condemnation of modern 
society smacks of pettifogging. 

The great blemish of the book is the temper in which the writers 
approach recent history, and the existing social organization. That 
there is much of truth in this part of the work cannot be denied, but 
its force is weakened by the frequent epithets, the vein of vituperation> 
delicate though it be, which betrays at every page a hopeless alienation 
from the existing social system, a system which, after all, probably has 
as much in its favor as feudalism. Granting, as we freely do, that the 
present social equilibrium is unstable and transitional, it still remains 
true that it is a normal stage of evolution, and that it deserves 
sympathetic treatment rather than villification. 

A brief sketch of the evolution of socialist theory follows, in which 
bias is again apparent. The perennial mistake is made of stating with 
approval Marx's theory of value, a mistake we call it because it is as 
demonstrably untenable as any economic theory ever presented, and 
still more because it is no way necessary to socialism, It is one of 
the anomalies of the evolution of socialism that the socialist movement 
with its vast propelling instinct so easily explained and so easily 
justified on ethical grounds, should have laid such feverish hold on 
the murky dialectic of Marx, and made it the centre of a " science," 
if not of a religion. The book closes with a suggestion of a constitu- 
tion of socialistic society, which is modestly stated and interesting. 
The book is one more evidence of the reality and power of the forces 
behind the socialistic agitation, and of the incoherency of their present 
expression. H. H. Powers. 



Politische Geographie der Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika, unter 
besonderer Berucksichtigung der naturlichen Bedingungen und 
wirthschaftlichen VerhSltnisse. By Dr. Friedrich Ratzei., Pro- 
fessor der Geographie an der Universitat zu Leipzig. Zweite Auflage. 
Pp. 763. Miinchen : R. Oldenburg. 1893. 
In Ratzel's " Political Geography of the United States " Germany 

has brought forth a book worthy to rank with Bryce's work as a 
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